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Welcome to PYP Friends!

Meet the four friends who live on   Quirky  Lane
and follow the stories of how they  

resolve conflict and strengthen their friendships
 

in the school playground and local neighbourhood.

Salma

Coco

Lochie
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I
t was Saturday and, as 

 usual, Coco and Salma  

were upside down at the park.

Upside down? 

Yes, on the monkey bars of course!

The girls swung and giggled 

their way across like two 

cheeky chimps in the jungle.

It sounded a bit like this: 

“Wheeee

heeeee heeeee!!” 

At last they made it to the end 

of the bars, and with a THUD 

they were back on the ground.

“Ta-dah! We did it!” said Coco, 

triumphantly. Salma just kept 

giggling. “What are you laughing 

at?” Coco asked. “You,” said 

Salma, “you look funny.”

It was true. Coco had one pig tail on 

top of her head and the other behind 

her ear and her cheeks were bright 

red, like strawberries! “You look funny 

too!” said Coco, and she made a face 

to show Salma how silly she looked.

The two friends laughed even harder 

and their faces went even redder.

But then, suddenly,  

Coco looked away, into the  

distance. “Look over there on  

the big swings. It’s Harriet,” she said. 

Salma went very quiet.
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Harriet was a girl from school 

that Salma didn’t like. She never 

knew if Harriet was going to 

be kind or horrible and this 

bothered her a lot. Especially 

because Harriet had been horrible 

to her once before. Salma 

couldn’t understand why Coco 

and all the girls at school thought 

she was the  

and wanted to be her friend. 

“I hope she comes over 

and plays with us,” said 

Coco. This made Salma 

even more

nervous

because she did not want 

Harriet to come over.

“Look Salma! I think she’s 

coming over here!

 cried Coco.

Oh no, thought Salma to herself. 

At that moment, she wished 

with all her heart that she 

could make herself invisible. 

“Hi Coco,” said Harriet.

“Hi! I saw you playing on 

the swings before. It looked 

like fun,” said Coco.

Salma felt worried. It seemed 

that Coco really wanted to go 

and play with Harriet. Even 

though she didn’t say anything, 

Salma wished that her best 

friend would stay with her.
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And then it happened … before 

Salma could do anything, 

Coco was off to the play on 

the big swings with Harriet. 

She couldn’t believe it. Harriet 

hadn’t even asked her to play 

with them and Coco just 

upped and left with Harriet! 

Salma felt truly 

and did her best to keep busy. 

She played on the slide and 

looked for funny rocks to 

add to her collection. But she 

couldn’t help looking over at 

Coco and Harriet laughing and 

playing on the big swings. 

She wondered if

this meant that Coco didn’t want 

to be her best friend any more? 

Her eyes stung and she felt a big 

lump forming in her throat.
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are you okay?”

It was Coco’s mum and, as  

she smiled warmly at Salma,  

the dogs Flip and Flop came 

running up to Salma and covered 

her in wet, doggy kisses. 

Salma laughed and was 

glad to have the company 

of and Flip  

for a while.

She loved the way they 

always came back when she 

threw the stick for them.
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Soon   it was time to go home 

and Coco finally came back to find 

Salma. Coco was so excited about  

her new friend, Harriet, that she 

didn’t notice that Salma wasn’t 

very happy to see her.

As they walked home, Coco asked 

Salma, “Do you think Harriet will 

want to play with me at school 

on Monday?” Salma shrugged 

and kept her eyes down. 

“Maybe,”
 she said.

Poor Salma, she really wasn’t 

looking forward to Monday.
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n Monday morning at 

 play time, Salma wasn’t 

able to find Coco anywhere. 

So she walked around the 

playground for a while looking 

for her. Finally, she saw Coco 

playing skipping rope with 

Harriet and all of her friends. 

 

Salma took a

deep
 

breath.

“It’s easy, you can do this,” 

she told herself. And then 

she bravely strode across the 

playground towards Coco, 

Harriet and the other girls.

“Hi,”  she said.

“Can I play too?”

Some of the girls said hi, but 

most of them ignored her. 

Finally Harriet said, “Actually, 

I don’t think so. We’ve got 

enough players.” Salma wished 

she could disappear as Harriet 

and her friends, and even 

Coco, turned around and 

went back to their game. 
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hat afternoon, when the

 bell rang for playtime, Salma 

slowly made her way out to the 

playground. She decided to go and 

find Lochie and Rafi and see if she 

could play handball with them. 

Just then, she heard someone 

calling her. “Hey Salma! Do you 

want to come and play with us?” 

It was Coco and she was walking 

with Harriet and the other girls 

out to the playground too.

   Salma felt  an

 in her belly, 

but she smiled and walked 

over to meet them.

She was glad Coco was 

inviting her to play. But just 

then, something unexpected 

happened – this time to Coco!

, Harriet 

turned to Coco and said: “Actually, 

we’ve got enough players today.”

“Do you mean Salma can’t 

play with us?” asked Coco. 

“No, I mean both of you,”  

said Harriet, and she and her 

friends turned and walked away, 

leaving Coco and Salma

.

I
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alma looked at her best 

 friend and tried to imagine 

how she might be feeling. 

She remembered how she had 

felt that day at the park and 

thought that perhaps Coco was 

feeling sad like she had felt.

“Don’t worry, Coco. You’ve got 

plenty of other friends,” said 

Salma. “That’s true,” said Coco. 

“I’ve got you and all the other 

kids on Quirky Lane too!”

Coco was  a  

bit now and coming back  

to her usual, chatty self.  

“Come on, let’s go and find Rafi 

and Lochie and play handball 

instead.” “Great idea!” said Coco.

As they walked over to find 

their friends, Coco imagined 

how Salma might have felt those 

times she’d been left out.

“Salma, I’m   really sorry

for leaving you out,”
 

said Coco. “It wasn’t very nice of 

me to do that.” Salma knew that 

Coco would never really hurt her on 

purpose, but she was glad to hear 

the apology all the same. “That’s 

okay.” said Salma. “Don’t worry 

about it. I’m just glad you’re back.”

  

It  was true,  she real ly  was ve
ry

glad to  have her back.
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eople bring all kinds of values and traits to their friendships. 

 Some of these are important when it comes to building 

friendships, like being kind, while others help to make friendships 

last, like being honest. Let’s find out what matters the most to you.

for different  people

important to you, and number  the least important. There is no wrong order.

(Add your own here)
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Now, copy your  characteristics below and add a 

short sentence about what each word means to 

With the person next to you,  how many of your top 10 
characteristics , and discuss your choices and meanings.
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Learn to recognize 

when a friendship 

is changing.

Brainstorm your 

own ideas to resolve 

the problem.

riendships are never perfect. A trick to make friendships 

 last is learning how to stay calm, apologize and forgive one 

another when things turn sour. This is no easy task and takes 

practise, patience, and a great deal of empathy. Here’s how it’s done.  

How to repair

Take a deep breath and trust 

your friend will want to 

resolve the problem too!

Work together to save your 

friendship – focus on what’s 

working, rather than what’s not. 
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E.g.: facial expressions, 

body language or what 

they are telling you.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 like, 

“Have I done something to upset 

you?” or ”Is everything okay?”

 and try to 

understand how your friend is 

feeling. Give them lots of time 

to talk before you respond.

 if your friend is upset 
and think of something you could 
do or say to help the situation.

, think of more ways to 
overcome the problem and then 
agree on the best way forward.
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Read the following scenarios and answer the questions. Remember 

to look back at the ingredients and steps on the previous pages.

What signs (facial expression or body language) would  
tell you if your friend was sorry?

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

How could you resolve the problem without upsetting  
your friend?

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Your friend borrowed your favourite pencil sharpener and accidentally 

broke it. They said they would replace it, but so far ... nothing!

22



How do you think your friend is feeling about what happened?

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

What steps would you take to resolve the problem?

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

How could you fix the situation?

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

What could you do to help your friend to understand your feelings?

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Last week you peeked at your friend’s spelling test and managed to get 
the highest mark in the class. Your friend hasn’t spoken to you since.

Your best friend has found a new friend and you’re feeling a little jealous. 

You feel upset and decide to ignore your friend next time they are around. 
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Something that is cool or to think of oneself as cool, special.

Someone who is feeling very calm and in control, even 

in situations in which they are under pressure. 

A person that is unsure and is not thinking clearly.

A person who is starting to feel better 

and is becoming more positive.
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