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Close Reading Organizer - Chapter 43

Directions: Read each summary entry and think about which themes listed in the 
Themes Key apply to it, then color in those themes in the Theme Tracker. Next, write a 
few sentences of Analysis to explain how the themes you chose apply to each summary 
section. 

Themes Key
1 Gender Roles

2 Religion and Theocracy

3 Fertility

4 Rebellion

5 Love

6 Storytelling and Memory

Summary Theme Tracker Your Analysis

Offred notices how the three 
hanged women look like dancers
in the air. Aunt Lydia tells the 
Handmaids in the audience to 
form a circle, acting as though 
she’s giving them a gift. The 
Handmaids get excited, and 
Ofglen pulls Offred forward. 
Offred has a suspicion of what 
might happen, but can’t quite 
believe it. Aunt Lydia explains 
the minimalist Particicution rules
—the women can do whatever 
they want after she whistles.
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The Guardians drag up a 
tortured-looking man. Aunt 
Lydia explains that he’s a 
rapist, and references the bible 
to say that rapists should be 
punished by death. She says he 
raped two Handmaids, one of 
whom was pregnant and whose 
baby died. Offred feels 
overwhelmed with anger. Aunt 
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Lydia blows the whistle, but the 
Handmaids wait, watching his 
pathetic gestures, and maybe 
even a little smile. He begins to 
say “I didn’t,” but then the 
women attack. Ofglen goes first
and kicks him in the head.

Offred yells at Ofglen for her 
actions, and Ofglen whispers to 
Offred that the man wasn’t a 
rapist, but a member of the 
Resistance, and she was trying 
to make him unconscious. Aunt 
Lydia whistles again, but the 
frenzy continues. Janine 
emerges, laughing and saying 
lines from her waitress job, 
bloodstained and holding a bit of
the man’s hair. Offred is angry 
with Janine for losing her mind, 
since it means that Janine 
doesn’t have to deal sanely with
the horrifying reality. When 
Offred returns home, she’s 
hungry and wants to have sex.
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