
Name: __________________________________ Date: ___________________ Period: ______

Close Reading Organizer - Chapter 42

Directions: Read each summary entry and think about which themes listed in the 
Themes Key apply to it, then color in those themes in the Theme Tracker. Next, write a 
few sentences of Analysis to explain how the themes you chose apply to each summary 
section. 

Themes Key
1 Gender Roles

2 Religion and Theocracy

3 Fertility

4 Rebellion

5 Love

6 Storytelling and Memory

Summary Theme Tracker Your Analysis

The Handmaids enter Harvard’s 
campus for a district Salvaging. 
They walk past Angels in riot 
gear and enter the quadrangle 
in front of the main library, 
where graduations used to take 
place. Now there’s a stage with 
three nooses. Offred only 
attended a Women’s Salvaging 
once before, two years ago. Two 
Handmaids and one Wife are on 
the stage to be “salvaged.” 
They may be drugged into 
complacency.
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Aunt Lydia comes onto the 
stage and Offred hates her. She
gives a speech about duty, and 
then announces that she will not
be explaining what the women 
on stage did wrong, so as not to 
lead to copycat crimes. This 
upsets the Handmaids, who like 
to know the kinds of crimes they
too could commit. The 
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Handmaids might be there for 
attempted murder of their 
Commanders or Wives. And the 
Wife may be there for attempted
murder of a Handmaid, adultery,
or escape.

The Salvagers prepare to hang 
Ofcharles, and someone behind 
Offred, maybe Janine, 
according to Ofglen, seems to 
vomit. As the women is hanged, 
the Handmaids in the audience 
put their hands on a rope in the 
grass connected to a noose, to 
show that they’re taking part in 
the execution.
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