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Close Reading Organizer - Chapter 33

Directions: Read each summary entry and think about which themes listed in the 
Themes Key apply to it, then color in those themes in the Theme Tracker. Next, write a 
few sentences of Analysis to explain how the themes you chose apply to each summary 
section. 

Themes Key
1 Gender Roles

2 Religion and Theocracy

3 Fertility

4 Rebellion

5 Love

6 Storytelling and Memory

Summary Theme Tracker Your Analysis

Offred and Ofglen walk to the 
Women’s Prayvaganza, and 
Offred is aware of how 
pleasantly identical they look. 
She remembers playing with 
dandelions with her daughter. 
The rows of women going 
through the checkpoint look like 
overgrown students. The 
Prayvaganza takes place in a 
courtyard on the Harvard 
campus. Ofglen tells Offred to sit
with her in the back, so they can
talk.
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Ofglen points out that Janine is
with a new Wife, because the 
baby girl turned out to be “a 
shredder.” Ofglen tells Offred 
that Janine had sex with a doctor
for the baby, and now she thinks
that she’s being punished for 
her sins. Offred thinks that 
Janine reacted that way to avoid
feeling like her life is 
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meaningless, like she isn’t in a 
story.

Offred goes into a flashback 
from the Rachel and Leah 
Center. Janine sat on the bed in 
a trance, whispering greetings 
like a waitress. Moira slapped 
her to try to bring her back to 
the present, telling her that 
she’d get killed right away for 
such behavior. Janine began to 
get dressed, and Moira 
instructed Offred to make sure 
Janine stayed in reality, because
that behavior was “catching.”
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